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Chapter 1 

Developments in International 
Seaborne Trade 





Old Scenario:  
Developing countries 
exported large volumes of 
raw materials and imported 
high value (low volume) 
manufactured goods 



Today’s Scenario:  
Developing countries 

participate in globalized 
production. They also import 

raw materials and also export 
manufactured goods 



 



A projection 



Chapter 2 

Structure, Ownership and 
Registration of the World Fleet 









Chapter 3 

Freight Rates and Maritime 
Transport Costs 









For your agenda 

►Geneva, 11-13 July 2018:  
Intergovernmental Group of Experts 
on Competition Law and Policy,  
with special session on  
Challenges faced by developing countries in 
competition and regulation in the maritime 
transport sector  



Chapter 4 

Ports 







 



Time-spent-in-port 

Row Labels Average of Time in port 

in days (annual median)

Sum of Number of 

Arrivals

Sum of Number of 

Vessels

Sum of Total DWT 

('000s tons)

Sum of Total TEU

Djibouti 3.994736842 1256 1026 64728 3616388

Container Ships 1.00                                        628                               501                               45 492                        3 616 388                

Dry Cargo/Passenger 1.30                                        415                               350                               9 164                          -                            

Bulk Carriers 10.05                                      193                               160                               9 289                          -                            

Tankers 1.80                                        20                                 15                                 783                             -                            

Sudan 3.959090909 549 392 19532 737480

Container Ships 2.60                                        220                               129                               9 791                          737 480                   

Dry Cargo/Passenger 1.50                                        181                               156                               3 128                          -                            

Bulk Carriers 9.05                                        148                               107                               6 613                          -                            

Bangladesh 3.8 1996 1517 50408 1828899

Container Ships 3.10                                        1 074                           706                               24 248                        1 828 899                

Bulk Carriers 7.10                                        328                               305                               13 911                        -                            

Dry Cargo/Passenger 2.90                                        302                               250                               4 616                          -                            

Tankers 2.10                                        292                               256                               7 633                          -                            



UNCTAD TrainForTrade: PMP 
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Port Profile Form 

► Port Profile (21) 

► Finance (10) 

►Vessel Operations (5) 

►Cargo Operations (11) 

► Labor (4) 



Port Performance Score Card 

► 23 indicators: 

► Finance (6) 

►Human Resources (6) 

►Vessel operations (4) 

►Cargo operations (7) 





Chapter 5 

Legal Issues and Regulatory 
Developments 









UNCTAD recommends 



UNCTAD recommends 

► Demand 
Tackle the risks and uncertainty that 
overshadow projected growth in world 
seaborne trade and improve understanding 
of emerging trends shaping the outlook for 
seaborne cargo flow. 

Minimize unnecessary restrictions to trade, 
ensure transport infrastructure upgrade, 
implement trade facilitation measures to 
unlock capacity and reduce transaction 
costs &   support e-commerce stakeholders.  



UNCTAD recommends 

► Supply 
Given that different countries participate in 
different maritime sectors, policymakers need 
to identify their countries’ possible niches. 

Promote employment of women in the maritime 
transport sector to alleviate potential labour 
shortage and help achieve key SDG targets 

Promote LNG-powered ships to help reduce 
costs and achieve environmental and climate-
related targets. 

 



UNCTAD recommends 

► Markets 
Regulators need to monitor future developments 
relating to liner shipping alliances, consolidation and 
market concentration to ensure fair competition.  
  E.g.  Assess the implications of these trends for 
small countries, revisit the rules governing 
consortiums and alliances to determine whether 
these should be regulated differently to balance the 
interests of shippers, carriers and ports 

Support SIDS and LLDCs in addressing drivers of 
transport costs.  
  E.g. promote enabling frameworks and training, 
facilitate technology use in transport, upgrade 
infrastructure and improve equipment procurement. 



UNCTAD recommends 

► Ports 
Need to formulate policies and plans to better adapt to 
a changing liner shipping market set-up. Ports and 
shipping lines should engage in closer cooperation to 
mitigate cost pressure.  

Ports need to expand their offering by considering 
other services to customers. 

Governments can build on the extensive PPP models 
to define a suitable PPP strategies. 

Adopt relevant technologies and solutions, including 
customs automation and port community systems.  

Refine port performance measurements, including by 
investing in data collection and supporting ICT 

platforms that lower data collection and analysis costs. 



UNCTAD recommends 

► Legal and Regulatory Framework 
Governments, business and other stakeholders should 
collaborate to better understand and implement new 
technologies used in the maritime industry. 

Collaborative approaches towards possible cybersecurity 
threats, risks and consequences.  

Cybersecurity elements should be mainstreamed into 
relevant maritime sector regulatory frameworks and 
compliance should be encouraged and supported. 

Efforts to reduce GHG emissions from shipping should be 
pursued as a matter of urgency and the needs of special 
SIDS and LDCs should be taken into account 

All countries are encouraged to consider becoming 
parties to relevant international conventions for marine 
pollution prevention and control, as a matter of priority. 



Chapter 6 

Maritime Transport Connectivity 





UNCTAD LSCI generated with data from MDS Transmodal - www.mdst.co.uk 



LSCI – Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 



LSCI – Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 



LSCI – Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 



LSCI – Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 



LSCI – Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 



LSCI – Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 



LSCI – Liner Shipping Connectivity Index 





UNCTAD recommends 

► Chapter 6 and overall 

What can policy makers, researchers and the 
international community do to improve 

maritime connectivity? 

10 recommendations 



#1: Improving forecasts   

Include transport connectivity  
in planning and trade models  
► When negotiating trade deals,  

preparing trade policies or  
planning transport infrastructure  
investments, the research  
and forecasts can be significantly  
improved if data on maritime  
transport networks is included  



#2: Digital connectivity 

Opportunities from modern network 
technologies  
► Cargo and vessel tracking and numerous other digital 

developments can help enhance maritime connectivity.  



#3: Cabotage 

Linkages between national, regional and inter-
continental shipping services 
► Limitations to cabotage markets can lead to unnecessary 

inefficiencies and loss of maritime connectivity.  



#4: Regional coordination 

Ports may compete, but  
they also often serve  
the same lines  
and hinterland.  
► For ports along the same  

route, it makes sense to  
plan port investments  
jointly to accommodate  
the vessels that will  
serve this route.  



#5: Seaports’ modernization 

Investments in seaports and intermodal 
connections should be made  
► These investments may take the form of PPPs, as most 

common user ports such as container terminals have in 
recent decades been concessioned or have involved the 
private sector in some other form.  



#6: Let ports compete 

Competitive pressures will encourage port 
operators to maximise their efficiency and 
pass on those efficiency gains to their clients  
► Inter-port competition should include neighbouring 

countries’ ports. Trucking markets, rail and road 
infrastructure, as well as transit regimes are key.  



#7: Collaborative platforms 

Under the WTO TFA and IMO FAL, countries 
should establish committees where 
stakeholders coordinate and cooperate 
► Such collaborative  

platforms should go  
beyond just compliance  
issues, and aim at all  
necessary reforms  
to facilitate international  
trade and its transport.  



#8: Facilitate Transit 

Maritime connectivity benefits from a larger 
hinterland for the seaports 
► Transit can be  

facilitated in line  
with international  
standards and  
recommendations 
of the UN,  
the WCO, and  
the WTO 



#9: However: be strong! 

Connectivity is not everything 
► Pressure from shipping lines to  

invest in seaports to accommodate 
ever larger ships, especially for 
transshipment operations,  
may not be worth the extra cost.  

► Without additional volumes, 
increasing just the ship size will in 
fact reduce the effective capacity  
of the seaport as it would require  
larger yards to handle  
the same total volume.  



#10: Be realistic 

In view of current industry developments in 
liner shipping including mergers, global 
alliances and ever larger gearless ships, it will 
be difficult and costly for some remote and 
small markets to maintain frequent and cost-
effective liner shipping connections  
► Trade policies will need to  realistically consider what type 

of goods and services a country can import and export 

► These may include digital goods and services, or goods 
that are competitive by air transport in order to 
complement the goods traded by sea  



The RMT package 

The RMT … is complemented by: 

► On-line statistics 

http://stats.unctad.org/Maritime  

► Maritime country profiles 

230 two-page summaries 

► Teaching and advisory services 

http://unctad.org/TLB 

► Blogs and quarterly news 

http://unctad.org/transportnews 
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