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Maritime logistics chains and the “perfect storm”

How can EU companies be the “winners” in the new world ?

To start an interesting debate,
join us, in Brussels, on November 30th, 2017

 with all actors of the maritime logistics chain
for the 

Third Annual Stakeholders’ Conference!

The event will be kindly hosted by
the Representation of the Free State of Bavaria to the European Union

What do...
• exponential accelerating computer power, internet of things, digital connectivity…
• growth in digitalization, transport networks and increase of cyber risks…
• new business models that dematerialize, demonetize and make use of remote 

management…
• enhanced physical connectivity and improved people’s personal and professional 

mobility...
• new cooperative models between actors of the logistics chain and the emergence 

of a platform economy…
• high technology, breakthrough and disruptive innovation…

... all have in common?

They are the pre-conditions for a “perfect storm”

The perfect storm is on the horizon: regional and global e-commerce players encroach 
on traditional maritime logistics businesses, digitalization is provoking a move from 
supply chain models to commodity driven logistics solutions…
It becomes obvious that physical and digital connectivity will have tremendous effects 
on markets’ efficiency…
A new world of maritime logistics is shaping up… in a context where the current 
globalization model is questioned…

Are we ready for the “new world”?
• Is it only about technology i.e. smart ships, smart port operations, smart cargo, 

smart containers, smart trucks etc. or is it also about smart people, training, 
retraining to operate a complete mind shift? 

• Are EU companies of the maritime logistics sector ready to embrace the 
opportunities that will derive from the “perfect storm”? 

• What are the strengths of EU technological innovation and its role for the maritime 
cluster? What might disruptive innovation in the logistics chain look like?

• How shipping, port operations and all logistics related operations will look like in 
the future with the emergence of e-commerce players?

• Can we reach a quantum leap in sustainability of operations thanks to digitalization?
• Are EU/MS policy makers measuring the impact of the 4th industrial revolution 

like other areas of the world (Asia, US, etc.)?
• Are EU policies (Competition, Trade, Transport, Digital, Education etc.) consistent 

in supporting EU companies’ efforts to become world class actors?
• Is there a need to review and adapt the current EU policy framework to provide 

equal opportunities (competitiveness, level playing field, competition) to all actors 
of the maritime logistics chain? 

• Does the existing framework take into account third countries’ strategies and their 
impact on the European market?

• In the context of the 4th industrial revolution, which role can EU and MS regulators 
play in shaping up a (socially, environmentally and commercially) sustainable 
globalization model?


