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Honorable guests, 

Dear colleagues, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of FEPORT, I would like to warmly welcome you to the Third Annual Stakeholders’ 

conference. 

We are particularly delighted to see that the audience is increasing year after year.

For us, this is an encouraging sign that the debates we started three years ago are relevant and 

of added value. I would like to thank all speakers who have kindly accepted to participate in our 

event. 

Within FEPORT, we believe in the EU and in the importance that EU companies remain competitive 

and among the best in the world. I am sure that we are not the only ones acting to achieve this.

This year, we have decided to challenge “the perfect storm” and to explore how we can convert 

disruption into a wonderful engine of creativity, growth and prosperity for Europe. 

The challenge is big but the 4th industrial Revolution is not, like many prophets predict, going 

to replace all human beings by robots. It will offer opportunities to better use human creativity 

and push us to rethink our business models, to incorporate environmental dimensions in our 

strategies, to adapt our work organization and invent our future. 

To be successful, we need the support of EU and MS regulators to ensure the level playing field 

and to asses whether existing legislation does not harm or impede positive change for all. 

EU companies’ efforts and their proactivity to develop internationally also deserves attention 

and calls for action.

I hope that we shall have the opportunity to discuss about the above but also about our joint 

expectations. 

We wish you interesting debates and a good networking. 

Sincerely yours,

Gunther Bonz

A few words from FEPORT President...

FEPORT President

Mr. Gunther Bonz
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The Third Annual Stakeholders’ Conference is the event 
gathering representatives of the supply and logistics chain as well as 
institutional actors.

As has been the case for the two previous editions (First Annual 
Stakeholders’ Conference held in December 2015 and Second 
Annual Stakeholders’ Conference held in December 2016), the 
idea is to exchange about current challenges and opportunities for 
the different actors of the logistics chain, but also to discuss with 
institutional actors about the role of regulators in supporting EU 
industries’ efforts to remain competitive.

The topic this year is: Maritime logistics chains and the “perfect 
storm”. The event will focus on the impact of the 4th industrial 
revolution on companies and people. 

FEPORT is particularly honored by the support of all honourable 
speakers who have accepted to take part to our conference. More 
particularly those who will travel from abroad to join our event. 

We are also grateful to our colleagues: Anna Maria Darmanin, 
ETA (European Tug Owners Association), Tom Antonissen, ECG 
(European Vehicle Logistics Association), Christophe Tytgat, Sea 
Europe (European Ship Yards and marine Equipment Association) 
and Rachael White, ICHCA (International Cargo Handling 
Coordination Association) for accepting to moderate the different 
sessions of the conference.

 We also look forward to welcoming our colleagues from 30 
stakeholders’ organizations.

The Conference will feature speakers representing international 
(the International Transport Forum and the World Economic 
Forum) and European institutions as well as representatives of 
industries undergoing or conducting major transformations, 
be it in terms of technological, process, business innovation or 
reskilling of the work force. 

Exchanges will offer an opportunity to assess whether the existing EU 
legislative/regulatory framework establishes a real level playing field 
between different industries of the logistics chain, thus enabling them 
to be competitive in the EU but also vis à vis non-EU competitors. 

In the first session, we shall raise a number of questions: 

• How are companies embracing the 4th Industrial Revolution? 
• How are companies of the logistics chain facing the “perfect storm”? 
• Who are the early movers? 
• Is innovation within the maritime logistics chain going fast enough? 
• Are we heading towards more vertical and horizontal/operational/

business integration?
• Does the existing regulatory framework impede or facilitate more 

integration?

The second session of the day will be dedicated to a discussion 
about the emerging business models and their consequences. Issues 
to be addressed include:
• Are said business models only threats to existing businesses or 

opportunities to create more value in the logistics chain?  
• Does the existing regulatory framework impede or facilitate more 

innovation (i.e. new innovative solutions, digitalization and new 
technologies)? 

• Shall the “no-assets companies” be the only winners in the new 
world? 

 
The third session will allow us to move from an EU centric approach 
to broaden the horizon and discuss how other regions of the world 
are actually embracing change and preparing the future. Topics for 
discussion will include:
• How are other regions of the world addressing the challenges of 

the 4th Industrial Revolution? 
• What is the role of regulators and policy makers in those countries 

in supporting industry’s efforts? 
 
The last panel discussion of the day will be dedicated to the role 
of EU regulators in the framework of the 4th industrial revolution. 
Points of discussion will include:
• How can EU regulators and policy makers better support EU 

companies’ efforts to remain competitive? 
• Is there a need to adapt existing legislation? 
• How to instore a global playing field between all industries of the 

logistics chain? 
• What are the threats and opportunities that EU industries of the 

logistics chain face? 
• What is expected from EU regulators to unleash the full potential 

of growth of EU companies within the internal market but also 
outside the EU?  

About the Conference



Conference program

9h00
Welcoming speeches
• Ms. Barbara Schretter, Director of the 

Representation of the Free State of Bavaria to the EU
• Mr. Gunther Bonz, FEPORT President

9h30
Opening speeches: Are we ready for the new 
world?
• Mr. Young Tae Kim, Secretary General of the 

International Transport Forum, ITF, OECD
• Mr. Wolfgang Lehmacher, Head of Supply chain, 

World Economic Forum
• Mr. Henrik Hololei, Director General, DG MOVE

10h45-11h50
Session 1 : How are EU companies embracing the 
4th Industrial Revolution? How are EU companies of 
the logistics chain facing the “perfect storm”? Who 
are the early movers? What are the major risks and 
opportunities?

Key note speech :
• Mr. Dirk Visser, Senior Consultant, Managing Editor 

DynaLiners, Dynamar 

Are we heading towards more vertical and horizontal/
operational/business integration? Does the existing 
regulatory framework impede or facilitate innovation? 
How sustainability is becoming a competitive 
advantage for companies embracing the change? 
What will Robotics and Automation impact business 
models? 

Moderator: Ms. Anna Maria Darmanin, Secretary 
General of European Tug Owners Association, ETA

Testimonials and panel discussion:
• Ms. Angela Titzrath, CEO, HHLA 
• Mr Frank Kho, Vice President, Market Intelligence, 

Strategy and Development, KALMAR
• Mr. Maurizio Bragagni, CEO, Tratos 
• Mr. Julian Oggel, GM, Novatug  
• Mr. Raphaël Fabian, EU Affairs Officer, Rolls Royce

Q&A 

12h00-12h15
Coffee break

12h15-13h20
Session 2 : What are the consequences of the perfect 
storm? What are the new emerging business models? 
Shall the no-assets companies be the winners in the 
new world? What are the jobs that will be needed in 
the future?
 
Key note speech :
• Mr. Michael Wax, Co-Founder Freight hub/Box Tech

Is the innovation within the maritime logistics chain 
going fast enough? What is the role of cargo owners 
and consumers in the current “perfect storm”? Is there 
a need for training and re training/ re skilling?  Which 
type of innovation should be supported in priority? 
How is legislation integrating fast changes within the 
logistics chain?

Moderator: Mr. Tom Antonissen, EU Affairs Advisor, 
the Association of European Vehicle Logistics, ECG

Testimonials and panel discussion:
• Mr. Fernando Liesa, Director, ALICE
• Mr. Xavier Woodward, DP World London Gateway 

supply chain center 
• Mr. Francisco Blanquer, Business & Innovation 

Business Manager, TERMINAL LINK
• Mr. Sandro Santamato, Head of Unit for Maritime 

and Logistics, DG MOVE
• Ms. Susanne Aigner, Head of Unit, DG TAXUD

Q&A

13h30-14h45
Lunch break



Conference program

14h45-16h00
Session 3 : How are other regions of the world 
addressing the challenges of the 4th Industrial 
Revolution? What is the role of regulators and policy 
makers in those countries in supporting industry’s 
efforts? What are the threats and opportunities 
deriving from the “perfect storm” and how are they 
dealt with in other areas of the world?

Key note speech :
• Mr. Wiebe Schipper, Associate Director Land 

Transport & Logistics Operations, Supply Chain 
Europe, Lyondellbasell

What are the latest developments in other regions 
of the world? What is the status of investments in 
innovation in those regions? Who is going fast and 
why? What is the role of regulators? Is sustainability 
on the agenda of all regions?

Moderator: Ms. Rachael White, Secretary General of 
ICHCA, International Cargo Handling Association 

Testimonials and panel discussion between global 
actors:
• Mr. Eric Caen, Group Chief Digital Officer, CMA CGM
• Mr. Cameron Thorpe, Chief Executive Officer, DCT 

Gdansk SA
• Mr. Michael Dempsey, Vice President, Container 

and Port Solutions, ORBCOMM Company
• Mr. Jens Roemer, Managing Director, a. hartrodt
• Mr. Soeren Jakobsen, Trade Affairs Officer, DG 

TRADE

Q&A 

16h10-16h25
Coffee break

16h25-17h40
Session 4 : How are EU regulators and policy 
makers supporting EU companies’ efforts to remain 
competitive? Is there a need to adapt existing 
legislation? How to instore a global playing field? 
What are the threats and opportunities that industries 
of the logistics chain face? What is expected from EU 
regulators? Does the existing framework impede or 
facilitate integration? 

Key note speech:
• Mr. August Braakman, SG of European Maritime 

Law Organization

Moderator: Mr. Christophe Tytgat, Secretary 
General of European Shipyards and Marine Equipment 
Manufacturers, Sea Europe

Panel discussion between representatives of the 
industry and EU institutions:
• Mr. Jan Hoffmann, Chief, Trade Logistics Branch, 

UNCTAD
• MEP Pavel Telicka, EP TRAN Committee
• MEP Markus Ferber, EP ECON Committee
• Mr. Christian Dupont, Deputy Head of Unit for 

Maritime Security, DG MOVE
• Mr. Eduardo Martinez Rivero, Head of Unit, DG 

COMP
• Mr. Laurent Bardon, Policy Officer, DG TRADE

Q&A

17h55
Wrap up: Ms. Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, Secretary 
General of FEPORT, the Federation of European Private 
Terminals and Port Operators

18h10
Closing speeches:
• Ms. Maja Bakran, Deputy Director General DG 

MOVE 
• Ms. Julia Bergstein, Counsellor for Transport, 

Permanent Representation of Estonia to the EU
• Mr. Gunther Bonz, FEPORT President

The 4th industrial revolution, an opportunity for EU 
regulators to harness globalization to the benefit of 
the EU?



Featured Speakers

Ms. Barbara Schretter
Director of the 
Representation of the Free 
State of Bavaria to the EU

Ms. Schretter is the Director of the Representation of the 
Free State of Bavaria to the European Union since April 2016. 
Previous to this, she was Head of Unit “Communication 
and dialogue with citizens”, Deputy Head of department 
“Planning, communication and sport” and Head of Unit 
“Key political issues and planning” as well as “Strategic 
communication and public relations” at the Bavarian State 
Ministry of the Interior.

In her professional career, Ms. Schretter used to held 
various positions at the Bavarian State Chancellery (Head 
of the Director General’s office, Unit “Affairs of the Federal 
Council”, Staff unit “Administrative reform”, Unit “State 
constitution, task force for administrative reform”). She 
holds degrees in Law and Public Administration.

Mr. Gunther Bonz
FEPORT President

Mr. Bonz was Assistant Lecturer at University of Hamburg. 
Before joining the Ministry for Economic, Transport and 
Agricultural in 1988, he worked for the Department of Law 
and Urban Planning in Fort Collins, USA and at the Senate 
Office for Public Administration where he was Head of the 
Section ‘EDV and Statistics’ at the Ministry for Schools and 
Vocational Training.

Next, he was Head of the Section ‘EU- and Free Port Affairs’, 
Head of the Senator’s Office and Deputy Head of the Central 
Administration, Head of the Department for Economic and 
Agricultural Affairs, State Secretary of the Ministry for 
Economic and Labour Affairs of the Free and Hanseatic 
City of Hamburg, and is currently Executive Director for 
EUROGATE and President of Unternehmensverband Hafen 
Hamburg e.V.

Mr. Lehmacher is a global executive, consultant and 
entrepreneur. He was Partner and Managing Director 
(China and India) at the global strategy firm CVA, also 
overseeing the worldwide logistics and transportation 
practice. 2005 – 2010, he served as President and CEO of 
GeoPost Intercontinental, the global expansion vehicle of 
French La Poste, and 1999 – 2005, as International Director 
GeoPost. Before, he held senior management positions 
with TNT, including Head of Eastern European and Eastern 
Mediterranean Regions and Country General Manager 
Switzerland.

Mr. Lehmacher is a member of the IATA Air Cargo Innovation 
Awards Jury and the Logistikweisen, a think tank under the 
patronage of the German Federal Ministry BMVI.

Mr. Wolfgang 
Lehmacher
Head of Supply chain, World 
Economic Forum 

Dr. Kim is the Secretary-General of the International 
Transport Forum (ITF)since August 2017. Prior to this, 
he distinguished himself in the civil service of his native 
Korea, most recently serving as Director-General in the 
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport (MOLIT). 
As Deputy Director-General from 2015, he was responsible 
for coordinating various transport policies including on 
autonomous vehicle, greenhouse gas reduction, urban 
transportation, Intelligent Transport Systems and road 
safety, among others. 

From 2010 to 2014, Dr. Kim worked in Washington, D.C., 
as Counsellor for Construction, Transport and Maritime 
Affairs at the Korean Embassy.

He received his Doctorate degree in Political Sociology and 
Public Policy from the Institut d’Etudes Politiques (Sciences-
Po), Paris, France.

Mr. Young Tae Kim
Secretary General of the 
International Transport 
Forum, ITF, OECD 



Featured Speakers

Mr. Henrik Hololei
Director General, DG MOVE, 
European Commission 

Mr. Dirk Visser
Senior Consultant, 
Managing Editor 
DynaLiners, Dynamar 

Ms. Angela Titzrath
CEO, HHLA 

Ms. Anna Maria 
Darmanin
Secretary General of Euro-
pean Tug Owners Associa-
tion, ETA

Mr. Hololei is an economist by training and holds degrees 
from Tallinn Technical University and Aarhus University 
in Denmark. He held various positions in the Estonian 
Government Office between 1995 and 2004 where he 
was mainly responsible for coordinating the work for the 
Estonian accession to the EU, working directly with the 
Government and Prime Minister. 

In 2001-2002 he was Estonian Minister of Economy. In 
2002-2003 he represented the Estonian Government in the 
Convention on the Future of Europe. In 2004 he moved to the 
European Commission as Head of Cabinet of Vice President 
Siim Kallas. From November 2013 he was Deputy Secretary 
General of the European Commission. On October 2015 he 
became Director-General for Mobility and Transport in the 
European Commission. 

Before joining Dynamar, Mr. Visser worked for over 30 
years in the liner shipping agency and forwarding industry 
in Amsterdam and Rotterdam. During that period, he 
has been involved in all aspects of the shipping business. 
Over the years, he has been active in the acquisition and 
representation of some 70 international (liner) shipping 
companies (container, breakbulk, multipurpose, Ro/Ro, 
reefer; deepsea, shortsea and feedering), on behalf of which 
he travelled extensively across the world.

Since 1999, he has been overall responsible for the 
Publications and Consultancy sections of Dynamar B.V. He 
is  managing portfolio of analytical news and commentary 
and he is responsible as an author and editor for numerous 
studies and exclusive reports on a wide variety of (liner) 
shipping topics, insight, markets, trades, ports and 
terminals.

Prior to joining ETA, Ms. Darmanin was a member of the 
European Economic and Social Committee representing 
Malta for 11 years.  During her tenure at the EESC, she 
was elected Vice President of the Committee for a full term 
between 2010 and 2013.  As a member of the EESC she 
participated in a number of policy positions (opinions) of 
the EESC, including maritime related policy.

She is also a visiting lecturer of the University of Malta 
and she is an accredited lecturer of the Henley school of 
business, University of Reading, on their MBA programme.

Prior to taking up a more European role, for a number of 
years she has run her own business; and also worked as a 
free lancer.  

Ms. Titzrath began her career as the Head of Operative 
and Strategic Controlling at Mercedes-Benz (Rome).  She 
took on several international top management functions at 
the Daimler Group between 1991 and 2012. In 2002, she 
took on the role of commercial managing director at the 
Mercedes-Benz production plant (Spain) and then became 
Member of the Executive Board for Sales, Aftersales and 
Logistics for the Daimler AG Buses division.  

In 2012, she was appointed to the Executive Board of 
Deutsche Post AG. In the last few years she has been an 
active Supervisory Board member for various companies 
and organisations, whilst also working as a consultant 
and lecturer. Ms. Titzrath has been a member of HHLA’s 
Executive Board since October 1, 2016 and its Chairwoman 
since January 1, 2017.



Mr. Julian Oggel
General Manager, Novatug   

Mr. Raphaël Fabian
EU Affairs Officer, Rolls Royce

Mr. Frank Kho
Vice President, Market 
Intelligence, Strategy and 
Development, KALMAR

Featured Speakers

Mr. Maurizio Bragani
CEO, Tratos

Dr Bragagni is the Vice President of PEMA, a board member 
of The Italian Chamber of Commerce in London, a member 
of the Carlton Committee, chairman and co-founder of CAFC 
(Cass Alumni Friends of Conservatives) and co-founder of 
the Italian Society of Cass Business School. He has received 
the Cerved Company to Watch Award in 2015, 2016 and 
2017. He has been awarded the Keynes Sraffa Award from 
the Italian Chamber of Commerce and Industry for UK, and 
Italian Embassy in the UK. The Commercial Developer of 
the Year Award from Knowsley Council, UK-Italy Business 
Awards from the UKTI.

Most recently he has been appointed into the Order of St 
John, Knights Hospitaller. This November 2017, will see Dr 
Bragagni receive the prestigious Big Ben Award, established 
in 2009. This Award will be presented to him in recognition 
of his continued contribution and great efforts for the 
relationship between China and other nations.

Mr. Oggel became General Manager of Novatug BV in August 
2017. The company is a market leader in the sector of 
innovative solutions for towing, steering and braking of sea-
going vessels. 

Before joining Novatug, he held several senior managerial 
positions in different shipping and investment firms, such 
as CEO of Smits Holding BV, General Counsel of Multraship 
Towage & Salvage and General Manager of Greenfleet. A 
lawyer by profession, he graduated in 1992 from the Dutch 
Business Law at the University of Leiden; and practiced as a 
lawyer  in different Dutch law firms specialised in trade and 
transport law until 2009.

Mr. Kho has been responsible for Market Intelligence, 
Strategy and Offering development at Kalmar from 2011.

He has almost 30 years of industry experience, of which 20+ 
years in several senior management positions at world’s 
leading port operators, such as the Antwerp terminals of 
PSA and several terminals of HPH. 

Mr. Kho has an outstanding track record in terminal 
management at leading ports throughout Europe and 
Asia, where he has championed operational efficiency 
and cost reduction strategies, terminal design and team 
development. He also conducted due diligence of several 
terminal acquisitions around the world.

Mr. Fabian joined the Rolls-Royce EU Affairs team in 
2011. He works on acquiring EU funding for Research and 
Technology for the Aerospace and Maritime sectors, as well 
as on transversal topics such as environmental regulation 
and digitisation. A trained software developer, he held 
customer-facing positions in sales, marketing, and worked 
in export, aviation and administration.



Mr. Tom Antonissen 
EU Affairs Advisor, the 
Association of European 
Vehicle Logistics, ECG

Mr. Fernando Liesa
Director, ALICE

Mr. Xavier Woodward
Government Relations & 
Sustainability Manager, 
Europe & Russia, DP World

Featured Speakers

Mr. Michael Wax
Co-Founder Freight hub / 
Box Tech

Mr. Wax is Co-Founder and CCO of FreightHub and 
responsible for the commercial strategy, sales and the global 
partnership network for FreightHub’s logistic operations.  

Before FreightHub, he co-founded Konux, a US-based 
double-digit million funded start-up (NEA, Andy 
Bechtolsheim) offering holistic IoT solutions based on smart 
sensor networks. Michael has a M.Sc. degree in industrial 
engineering from TUM and worked previously at BMW and 
Bain & Company.

Mr. Antonissen holds Master in Law. Following his study 
he became the Secretary General of three Belgian and two 
European Trade Federations in the Transport and Machinery 
Distribution sector. He has also held a position with JAUSAS 
Abogados and in the European Law Department under the 
EU Exchange Program for young professionals. He joined 
the Road Federation Belgium as a representative in the 
executive committee of the Union Road Federation 

Since 2005, he consulted in the fields of transport, energy, 
environment, Development Aid, Competition Law, Financial 
Services & ICT, as an independent European affairs adviser 
at EUreSupport.

Mr. Liesa is Secretary General of ALICE, Alliance for 
Logistics Innovation through Collaboration in Europe, The 
European Technology Platform on Logistics recognized as 
such by the European Commission in 2013. He holds a PhD 
by University of Zaragoza (Spain) since 2004.

Mr. Liesa has worked in the field of knowledge transfer 
and research management linked to chemical engineering, 
process industries, manufacturing and lately (+10 years) 
in ICT, logistics and supply chain management. Previously, 
Fernando worked in Managerial positions for: ENIDE, 
Zaragoza Logistics Center (MIT Global Scale Network) 
and the Spanish Center of Competence in Logistics, CNC-
LOGISTICA. 

Mr. Woodward has worked at DP World for 10 years. For 
the first nine years he worked at DP World London Gateway 
port as one of the first team members to start the planning, 
funding and construction of one of the most technically 
advanced ports in the world, seeing the project through 
to completion and successful commercial operations. He 
has specialist skillsets in political communications and 
corporate marketing.

During his time at London Gateway, he played the leading 
role on a successful 14M Euro Ten-T application for 
infrastructure development. After the successful delivery of 
this £1.5billion project, Mr. Woodward was asked to head 
up Government Affairs across Europe and Russia for DP 
World. Before DP World, he worked for Ove Arup and Mott 
MacDonald on infrastructure development projects across 
the UK.  



Ms. Susanne Aigner
Head of Unit, DG TAXUD, 
European Commission

Mr. Wiebe Schipper
Associate Director Land 
Transport & Logistics 
Operations, Supply Chain 
Europe, Lyondellbasell

Featured Speakers

Mr. Sandro Santamato
Head of Unit “for Maritime 
and Logistcs, DG MOVE, 
European Commission

Mr. Francisco 
Blanquer
Business & Innovation 
Business Manager, 
TERMINAL LINK

Mr. Blanquer is a civil engineer with an industrial 
professional career. His extensive experience in the industry 
sector has given him the ability to participate in many 
complex multidisciplinary projects. During last eleven 
years, Mr. Blanquer worked as innovation and development 
engineer in the port sector managing all greenfield projects 
of Noatum group in the world and introducing technologies 
and industrial culture in their port terminals. The latest 
projects were related to complex systems such as the 
terminal dynamic lighting system and the implementation 
of IoT and Big Data technology in container terminals is the 
day to day of his work.

Mr. Santamato chairs the European Sustainable Shipping 
Forum and the Digital Transport and Logistics Forum. 

He was previously the Head of Unit for Economic Analysis 
and Impact Assessment, also in DG MOVE, and in that 
capacity he led the work on the White Paper on Transport 
adopted on 28 March 2011.

An economist by training, he has formerly worked in DG 
Competition and in the DG for Economic and Financial Affairs 
where he began his career in the European Commission in 
1993.

Ms. Aigner has a Doctorate in Law obtained in Austria. Before 
joining the European Institutions in 1995, she used to work 
for Austrian Ministry of Finance. During her professional 
career, Ms. Aigner occupied various posts in the DG TAXAUD 
being in charge of EU-US agreements, US CSI and C-TPAT, 
EU AEO and supply chain security and risk management 
(2002-2010). Next she was the Deputy Director Compliance 
and Facilitation at World Customs Organisation (WCO) in 
charge of WTO TFA, AEO, SAFE, Revised Kyoto Convention, 
Data Model, IT matters, Single Window and coordinated 
Border Management (2010-2014). 

Since 2014, Ms. Aigner has been Head of Unit Customs 
Legislation at DG TAXUD where she is in charge of Union 
Customs Code and general legislation in customs matters.

Mr. Schipper heads the European team for Land Transport 
(road & rail) and Logistic Operations for LyondellBasell 
from their Rotterdam offices. He joined the Supply Chain 
organization in June 2017 from a Business role, managing 
the Propylene team. Prior to that, he spent time in Business 
Analysis, Advocacy and LPG-trading roles. 

He joined predecessor company ARCO Chemical in 1996, 
as a Chemical Engineering graduate from Delft University, 
spending the initial part of his career in an engineering and 
manufacturing environment.



Mr. Eric Caen
Group Chief Digital Officer
CMA CGM

Ms. Rachael White
Secretary General of 
ICHCA, International Cargo 
Handling Association 

Featured Speakers

Mr. Cameron Thorpe
Chief Executive Officer, DCT 
Gdansk SA

Mr. Michael Dempsey
Vice President, Container and 
Port Solutions, ORBCOMM 
Company

Ms. White is CEO at Next Level Information Ltd. She has 
charted key trends in global container logistics, transport 
and ports for nearly 30 years. Her passion and purpose is to 
help organisations and individuals connect, communicate 
and create new value.

Since 1987, she has edited four maritime and logistics 
journals; designed programmes, recruited speakers and 
acted as MC for over 60 international transport and logistics 
events; managed two trade associations; and consulted 
with organisations on their market positioning, messaging 
and PR strategies. 

Mr. Caen was in 2007 the CEO of Glowria SA (small French 
equivalent of Netflix), then in 2011 he became the Chief 
Digital Officer of McDonald’s Europe, then the leader of 
the IT Digital team of McDonald’s Worldwide, with the 
responsibility of shaping the worldwide e-Commerce 
platform and frontends (web & mobile).

More recently he led the digital transformation of 
Vimpelcom (VEON), the sixth largest telco in the world with 
217 million subscribers.

Mr. Thorpe, Chief Executive Officer of DCT Gdansk, has 30 
years’ experience in the container shipping and terminal 
industries. After 16 years in container shipping he joined DP 
World in 2003 as part of the global business development 
team, evaluating over a dozen container terminals around 
the world. In 2005 he was appointed General Manager for 
Constanta Container Terminal in Romania. When the P&O 
Group was acquired by DPW in 2006 he moved to Australia 
to become Director and General Manager in Brisbane. In 
2009 he moved to Thailand as CEO of LCIT, a joint-venture 
terminal at Laem Chabang, then in 2013 he accepted 
the role of Managing Director of DP World Korea at PNC, 
Korea’s largest container terminal. In early 2015 he moved 
to London Gateway in the UK as CEO. In December 2016 he 
took over the position of CEO for DCT Gdansk in Poland. 

Mr. Dempsey is Vice President, Container and Port Solutions 
for ORBCOMM. He has more than 25 years of experience 
in process automation technologies and is an industry 
thought leader in the application of technology for shipping, 
container terminal and port operations. He was General 
Manager of the Ports and Terminals team of IDENTEC 
Solutions and Vice President, Automation Technologies for 
Navis. Additionnally, he was Vice President of Strategy and 
Business Development for RedPrairie Corporation as well 
as Executive Vice President for TrenStar and a co-founder 
and principal of eSYNC.

Mr. Dempsey is a Board member of PEMA and its Chairman 
of the Special Events and Education Committee.



Mr. August Braakman
Secretary General of 
European Maritime Law 
Organization

Mr. Christophe Tytgat
Secretary General of 
European Shipyards 
and Marine Equipment 
Manufacturers, Sea Europe

Featured Speakers

Mr. Jens Roemer
Regional Managing Director, 
a.hartrodt

Mr. Tytgat has been the Secretary General of Sea Europe 
since March 2016. In his capacity of secretary general of 
SEA Europe, he is a board member of the research associa-
tion “Vessels for the Future” and the secretary of the Water-
borne Technology Platform.

Prior to this, he worked for the European Community Ship-
owners’ Associations (ECSA) where he held various po-
sitions and dealt with a wide range of matters, including 
shipping policy, competition issues including the State Aid 
Guidelines for maritime transport, taxation and customs 
matters as well as social and legal affairs. He left ECSA as the 
association’s Senior Director. Christophe was also a mem-
ber of the Sectoral Social Dialogue Committee for Maritime 
Transport. He also worked in the Belgian federal adminis-
tration (Foreign Affairs Office and Maritime Transport Ad-
ministration).

Mr. Braakman is a Dutch advocate with 40-years of experi-
ence, based in Rotterdam. He specialises in Dutch and Euro-
pean Competition law and in European Law in general. 

He also issued a wide variety of publications, including a 
book on the application of European competition law by 
the courts of the member states, written by order of and 
published by the European Commission, and a series of 
publications in Lloyds List and the Journal of Internation-
al Maritime Law, amongst others on the P3-alliance and its 
aftermath, and the consequences of Brexit for the maritime 
industry. He is recommended in six editions of Global Com-
petition Review, Who’s Who Legal.

Mr. Roemer is a truly global citizen. Born and educated in 
Hamburg, he has held various senior management positions 
with the globally active a.hartrodt group of companies 
in Germany, Singapore and (currently) Antwerp.  Having 
held senior positions in national logistics associations of 
Singapore and Belgium, he is currently the Working Group 
Sea Chairman as well as Vice President of FIATA.

Mr. Soeren Jakobsen
Trade Affairs Officer, 
DG TRADE, European 
Commission

Mr. Jakobsen is working in the European Commission, DG 
Trade on issues related to trade in services. He is currently 
involved in the negotiation of Free Trade Agreements with a 
number of Europe’s key trading partners. The EU is a world 
leader for trade in services, and transport and logistics makes 
up one of the largest segments of this trade. It is therefore 
a priority for the EU to secure solid commitments from our 
trading partners in these sectors. We have a strong, globally 
oriented and competitive EU industry. This ambition is 
reflected in similarly open and effective internal market in 
Europe for transport and logistics related services. 

Before joining the Commission, he was involved in the 
international climate talks with focus on reduction of 
global emissions and financing of mitigation actions to curb 
climate change. 



Mr. Pavel Telicka 
MEP, TRAN Committee, 
European Parliament
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Mr. Telicka is Vice-Chair of Group of ALDE at the European 
Parliament as well as Member of European Parliament 
Committee on Transport and Tourism (TRAN).

Formerly he was Ambassador, Secretary of State for 
European Affairs, 1st Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, 
Chief Negotiator for accession to the EU, Member of the 
European Commission. He also received a Memorial Medal 
from President Vaclav Havel for his contribution to the 
integration of Czech Republic into the EU, after rejecting an 
offer to become Minister of Foreign Affairs became between 
2005 - 2014 partner in a consulting firm. In May 2014  was 
elected to the European Parliament

Mr. Jan Hoffmann 
Chief, Trade Logistics 
Branch, UNCTAD

Mr. Hoffmann joined UNCTAD in 2003 and is currently as Chief 
of the organization’s Trade Logistics Branch. He is co-author 
and coordinator of the “Review of Maritime Transport”, 
initiated the UNCTAD “Maritime Country Profiles”, and 
created the annual “Liner Shipping Connectivity Index”. 
Previously, he worked at the UN Economic Commission for 
Latin America and the Caribbean in Santiago de Chile, and 
at the IMO in London and Santiago.

Prior to this, he held part time positions as assistant 
professor, import-export agent, consultant, and seafarer 
on an Antigua and Barbuda flagged tweendecker. He holds 
a PhD in Economics from the University of Hamburg. He is 
member of the boards of various journals and associations 
and president of the International Association of Maritime 
Economists (IAME).

Mr. Ferber is a member of the Bureau of the European 
People’s Party. He is currently a Vice-Chair of the European 
Parliament’s Committee on Economic and Monetary Affairs. 
He is also a full member of the Special Committee on Tax 
Rulings and Other Measures Similar in Nature or Effect and 
a substitute member of the Committee on Transport and 
Tourism. In addition, he serves as a member of the European 
Parliament’s Sky and Space Intergroup.

In his capacity as member of the Committee on Economic 
and Monetary Affairs, he led the negotiations on an update 
of securities trading rules, known as Markets in Financial 
Instruments Directive. Previously, he was a member of 
the Committee on Budgets as well as of the Committee on 
Budgetary Control. Prior to that, he served on the Committee 
on Research, Technological Development and Energy.

Mr. Markus Feber
MEP, Vice-Chair of the 
Committee on Economic and 
Monetary Affairs, European 
Parliament

Mr. Christian Dupont
Deputy Head of Unit 
for Maritime Security, 
DG MOVE, European 
Commission 

Mr. Dupont started his career in the French Army as an Officer. 
In 1986, he joined the French Gendarmerie Nationale where 
his last post was Justice and Home Affairs counsellor in the 
French Permanent Representation to the European Union 
in Brussels. He retired with the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
as he joined the European Commission in September 2002 
in the DG for Energy and Transport, where he is in charge of 
maritime security. 

Mr. Dupont has been Deputy Head of Unit for maritime 
security in the DG for Mobility and Transport of the European 
Commission (2004-2016), and he notably was taking part 
on behalf of the European Commission to IMO and UN 
meetings pertaining to maritime security, including piracy. 
Since 1st December 2016, he is Senior Expert on Maritime 
Security Inspections and leads the DG MOVE maritime 
security inspection team which operates throughout the EU.



Mr. Eduardo Martinez 
Rivero
Head of Unit, DG COMP, 
European Commission

Ms. Kerdjoudj-Belkaid has a professional experience 
of more than 21 years during which she held different 
positions within the maritime and logistics sector. Among 
others, she has been for more than seven year the Public 
Affairs manager of the French Shipowners’ Organization 
and set up her consultancy in strategy and in international 
business development.

Between 2009-12, she has also been appointed as a senior 
expert and advisor in the framework of several European 
projects financed by different DGs of the European 
Commission. Ms. Kerdjoudj-Belkaid holds a Master Degree 
in International Transport (Paris I Pantheon Sorbonne), 
an Executive MBA (ESSEC Business School and University 
of Mannheim) and a Master Degree in Applied Psychology 
(Paris 8 University).

Ms. Lamia Kerdjoudj-
Belkaid
FEPORT Secretary General
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Ms. Bakran held various positions in the Croatian Ministry 
of Foreign and European Affairs between 1996 and 2016. 
Based in Brussels from 1999 until 2011, she was responsible 
for horizontal coordination of the Croatian accession 
negotiations. In 2011, she moved back to Zagreb and was 
responsible for setting up and management of the system 
of national coordination of European Affairs. In 2015 she 
became Assistant Minister for Europe in the Ministry of 
Foreign and European Affairs. 

On 1 December 2016, she became Deputy Director-General 
in the Directorate-General for Mobility and Transport, 
responsible for coordinating the activities related to 
investment, innovative and sustainable transport, in 
support of President Juncker’s political priorities.

Ms. Maja Bakran
Deputy Director General, 
DG MOVE, European 
Commission

Mr. Martínez Rivero heads the unit the Competition 
Directorate-General of the European Commission dealing 
with State aid to ports. He trained as a lawyer at the 
Universidad de Oviedo, where he graduated with honours in 
1988. He then followed European law studies at the College 
of Europe in Bruges, and after some private practice in a 
Brussels law firm joined the European civil service in 1991. 

During more than 25 years at the European Commission Mr.   
Martínez Rivero has been involved in several policy areas, 
with a focus on Competition and on the Single Market. 
He has worked across many industry and service sectors, 
including manufacturing industries,   transport, financial 
services, or telecoms.

Ms. Laurent Bardon
Policy Officer, DG TRADE, 
European Commission

Mr. Bardon is policy coordinator in the Directorate General 
for Trade of the European Commission. He is in charge of EU 
trade relations with Taiwan, Hong Kong, Macao, Mongolia, 
and coordinates EU-China Summits on behalf of DG TRADE. 
He also follows the Belt and Road Initiative in DG TRADE. 

Laurent was previously posted in the EU Delegation to Japan, 
and also worked in DG Competition. Laurent holds degrees 
in business (ESCP Europe) and political science (Sciences 
Po in Paris), and is a former Fellow of the US House Foreign 
Affairs Committee.
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Ms. Bergstein has 25 years of experience in the field of ports, 
transport and logistics and the transport infrastructure 
financing. 

She has held various positions in Port of Tallinn, fertilisers 
terminal and coal terminal in Muuga Port (Estonia). 

Since 2004 she has been working in Ministry of Economic 
Affairs and Communications of Estonia where she has 
been mostly engaged with state transport infrastructure 
development and financing.

Currently she is chairing the Transport- Intermodal 
questions and networks Working Party of the Council under 
the Estonian Presidency.

Ms. Julia Bergstein
Counsellor for Transport, 
Permanent Representation 
of Estonia to the EU
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Founded in 1993, FEPORT represents the interests of 

the terminal operators and stevedoring companies performing

operations and carrying out activities in the seaports

of the European Union.

 

FEPORT membership consists of large, multinational terminal

operating companies and national associations from the

individual European Union member states.

The organization’s aim is to promote the interests of FEPORT’s members

and to maintain constant dialogue with all EU institutional

and non-institutional stakeholders.

 www.feport.eu
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