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Competition, international 
trade and investment  

 

While going through the motion of the European 

Parliament on the 2017 Annual Report on Com-

petition Policy, it was interesting to read a number 

of recommendations regarding the aviation sec-

tor that could actually be also valid for other 

transport sectors.  

 

Some would argue that the history and structure 

of the aviation sector are quite different from the 

maritime and port sector. Yet, there are also sim-

ilarities and a few good practices that deserve to 

be thought about in the framework of EU future 

policies aiming at restoring a level playing field 

between all sectors. 

 

The revision of Regulation (EC) No 868/2004 to 

safeguard fair competition, ensure reciprocity and 

eliminate unfair practices, including alleged state 

aid to airlines from certain third countries, and the 

Commission’s possible initiative to adopt a new, 

comprehensive legal instrument to address mar-

ket distortion in international transport are good 

examples of the EU’s proactive role aiming at en-

suring fair competition and a real level playing 

field. 

 

International cooperation in the aviation sector is 

also seen as essential for the effective enforce-

ment of the principles of competition law in an era 

of globalization. In this respect, the permanent 

engagement of the Commission and National 

Competition Authorities in multilateral fora such 

as the International Competition Network, the 

Competition Committee of the OECD, the World 

Bank and the UN Conference on Trade and De-

velopment (UNCTAD) will be crucial. 

The European Parliament has also suggested 

that the Commission includes competition sec-

tions in international trade and investment agree-

ments in the framework of upcoming bilateral dis-

cussions with third countries. Convergence of 

competition policy tools and practices will also be 

crucial. The Commission should also have its say 

when strategic transport infrastructure, heavily fi-

nanced with EU funding, is acquired by third 

countries’ companies.  
 

The opening of dialogue between the Commis-

sion and China on state aid control and China’s 

adoption of a fair competition review system de-

signed to ensure state measures do not ad-

versely affect market entry and exit as well as free 

movement of goods goes in the right direction 

and should remain on top of the EU agenda.  
 

In its motion, the European Parliament consid-

ered that the consultation carried out by the Com-

mission on the possible improvement of EU mer-

ger control to be very important. In this respect, it 

would be indeed important that the Commission 

proposes new definitions of relevant markets tak-

ing into account vertical integration as well as dig-

italization. 
 

Furthermore, MEPs called the Commission to as-

sess to what extent an enterprise’s access to ex-

clusive analytical methods and patents excludes 

competitors; reiterates its request to the Commis-

sion to explain how it defines the minimum num-

ber of market players necessary for fair competi-

tion.  
 

Last but not least, one could not agree more with 

the European parliament’s recommendation for a 

strict and impartial enforcement of competition 

policy in all sectors.  

 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
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https://www.feport.eu/2014-11-18-12-05-

27/fourth-annual-stakeholders-conference-2018 

 

 

02.07.2018 – FEPORT- INEA 
workshop  

On 17 May, the European Commission has 

launched an indicative budget of €450 million 

which will cover funding objectives and priorities 

supporting the policy orientations of the 3rd Clean 

Mobility Package. A large number of these calls 

are of interest to terminal operators such as fund-

ing for suprastructure and ICT development.  

 

The CEF Telecom Cyber Security calls also in-

cludes funding for critical digital infrastructure 

support, which could include funding for terminal 

cyber security systems in cases where terminals 

are designated as critical infrastructure under the 

NIS Directive. 

 

In light of these calls, FEPORT has organized for 

its members a workshop with INEA, the responsi-

ble body for grant management, to go through the 

calls in detail.  

During the workshop INEA provided an overview 

of the objective of the various calls and the pro-

cesses involved. INEA representatives also de-

tailed the three most relevant areas for FEPORT 

members, i.e. port related issues, multimodality, 

and cybersecurity. 

 

 

04-07-2018 – Meeting of the 
Sectoral Social Dialogue 
Committee for Ports  

  
 

 
 

On 04 July, the Sectoral Social Dialogue Commit-

tee (SSDC) for Ports held its second meeting of 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
https://www.feport.eu/2014-11-18-12-05-27/fourth-annual-stakeholders-conference-2018
https://www.feport.eu/2014-11-18-12-05-27/fourth-annual-stakeholders-conference-2018
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2018. The SSDC for Ports was established in 

June 2013 to examine the challenges faced by 

the sector and help contribute to its long-term 

success.  

 

The 04 July meeting focused on a number of key 

topics including the recently finalised EU OSHA 

study on fumigation of containers, the implemen-

tation of Directive 2001/96 on the safe loading 

and unloading of bulk carriers as well as the on-

going social partners project on the “Changing 

Face of Ports”. 

 

FEPORT also presented its recently published 

brochure on “Training in Terminals”. The publica-

tion provides an overview of current and future 

trends related to training in the port sector in Eu-

rope. 

 

DG MOVE also presented funding opportunities 

for training under the Erasmus+ and European 

Social Fund programmes. FEPORT welcomed 

that a large focus of these funds is on vocational 

and life-long training. 

 

At the end of the meeting the SSDC Chair for 

Ports, Mr. Xavier Galbrun, announced it would be 

his final meeting due to his retirement. Mr. Gal-

brun encouraged the SSDC to continue its good 

work with a spirit of cooperation.  

 

FEPORT would like to thank Mr. Galbrun for his 

commitment and dedication to his role as Chair of 

the SSDC. 

 

10-07-2018 – FEPORT wel-
comes the adoption on the 
TRAN report on the revision 
of the Combined Transport 
Directive  

On July 12th, FEPORT has welcomed the adop-

tion of the report of the Transport and Tourism 

(TRAN) Committee of the European Parliament 

on the proposed revision of the Combined 

Transport Directive. FEPORT believes that the 

agreement forms a good basis for furthering dis-

cussions during the Austrian Presidency.  

 

The report of the Parliament further improves the 

Commission text, most notably being clarification 

on support measures for terminal development.  

 

The report states that support measures should 

first and foremost focus on increasing terminal ef-

ficiency and capacity. Support measures for new 

terminal developments will only be possible 

where there is no existing market.  

 

The report also focuses on how to incentive com-

bined transport operations, namely by offering in-

centives to road transport if they are part of a 

combined transport operation, which should en-

sure an increase in combined transport. 

 

FEPORT Secretary General, Ms. Lamia 

Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, stated that “the report of the 

TRAN Committee offers to the private port com-

panies and terminals’ sector an opportunity to 

clarify on when and how State support will be al-

lowed for terminal development. This clarification 

is crucial in ensuring that private actors will con-

tinue to invest in developing Europe’s terminal in-

frastructure”. 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
https://osha.europa.eu/en/tools-and-publications/publications/health-risks-and-prevention-practices-during-handling-fumigated/view
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Ms. Kerdjoudj-Belkaid continued “the shift of ap-

proach from focusing on terminal development to 

an approach of incentivizing combined transport 

operations will lead to more combined transport, 

which will subsequently make the sector more at-

tractive to private investment in terminal effi-

ciency and capacity.”  

 

FEPORT now calls on the European Parliament 

and European Council to proceed in negotiations 

so as to ensure that a legal framework for com-

bined transport is adopted as soon as possible. 

 

 

16-07-2018 – EU-China Sum-
mit: deepening the strate-
gic global partnership for 
Transport  

During the third meeting of the EU-China Con-

nectivity Platform, held in the margins of the 

Summit and chaired for the EU by Commissioner 

Violeta Bulc, exchanges between the two parties 

focused on: 

- the policy cooperation based on the Trans-Eu-

ropean Transport Network (TEN-T) frame-

work and the Belt and Road initiative, involv-

ing relevant third countries between EU and 

China; 

- cooperation on transport decarbonisation and 

digitalisation, including in international fora 

such as the International Civil Aviation Organ-

isation (ICAO) and the International Maritime 

Organisation (IMO); 

-  cooperation on investment projects based on 

sustainability criteria, transparency and level-

playing field to foster investment in transport 

between EU and China. 

The joint agreed minutes of the Chairs' meeting 

are available, along with the list of European 

transport infrastructure projects presented under 

the EU-China Connectivity Platform. 

 

See also: EU-China Connectivity Platform Short-
Term Action Plan 

 

19-07-2018 – The EU Com-
mission’s Communication 
on preparing for the UK's 
withdrawal from the EU  

On July 19th, the European Commission pub-

lished a Communication on preparing for the UK's 

withdrawal from the EU outlining the ongoing 

work on the preparation for all outcomes of the 

United Kingdom's withdrawal from the European 

Union. 

 

The Communication calls on Member States and 

private parties to prepare for two possible main 

scenarios: 

- If the Withdrawal Agreement is ratified before 

30 March 2019, EU law will cease to apply to 

and in the UK on 1 January 2021, i.e. after a 

transition period of 21 months. 

- If the Withdrawal Agreement is not ratified be-

fore 30 March 2019, there will be no transition 

period and EU law will cease to apply to and 

in the UK as of 30 March 2019. This is referred 

to as the "no deal" or "cliff-edge" scenario. 

 

Over the past year, the Commission has 

screened the entire Union acquis (body of EU 

law) to examine whether any changes are 

needed in light of the UK's withdrawal. To that ef-

fect, the Commission has adopted (and will adopt 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-18-4521_en.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/2018-07-13-chairs-meeting.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/2018-07-13-european-transport-infrastructure-projects.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/2018-07-13-european-transport-infrastructure-projects.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/2018-07-13-eu-china-connectivity-platform-action-plan.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/transport/sites/transport/files/2018-07-13-eu-china-connectivity-platform-action-plan.pdf
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whenever necessary) specific, targeted legisla-

tive proposals to ensure that EU rules continue to 

function smoothly in a Union of 27 after the UK's 

withdrawal.  

 

The Commission has also published over 60 sec-

tor-specific preparedness notices (among them 

one for maritime transport issued in February 

2018) to inform stakeholders about the conse-

quences of the UK's withdrawal in the absence of 

any agreement.  

 

 

Events supported by FE-
PORT 

 
 

You are invited to join Ports & Hinterland Europe 

on 4 and/or 5 October in Brussels. Theme of this 

year’s edition is “Connecting the flows: the way to 

smart logistics”. Business leaders will address the 

current and future challenges on hinterland con-

nections in Europe. 

 

Check out this year’s speaker line-up: 

• Matthew Baldwin, Deputy DG for Mobility 

and Transport European Commission 

• Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, Secretary General 

FEPORT 

• Patrick Renard, CEO Knauf Belgium 

• Alfons Moens, CEO Port of Brussels 

• Hans Augusteijn, Global Head of Intermodal 

Maersk Group 

• Jan Fransoo, PhD Professor for Operations 

Management and Logistics, Kuehne Logis-

tics University 

• Zbigniew Nowik, CEO OT Logistics 

• Alain Lefebvre, CEO Ports de Lille 

• Michael Henke, professor and director En-

terprise Logistics, Fraunhofer-Institut 

• Luc d’Hondt, Manager European Transport 

Optimization Delhaize 

• Prof. dr. Tom van Lier, research associate 

Mobi Research Centre University of Brus-

sels 

• Moderator: Alex Van Breedam, professor 

Antwerp Management School and CEO 

TRI-VIZOR 

 

All info for this edition: www.portshinterland.com.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Smart Ports & Supply Chain 
Technologies 

2-3 October 2018, Rotterdam 

“The best way to predict the future is  

to create it.” - Peter Drucker 

How many times have you heard that collabora-

tion is the answer? That the world is changing, 

and we need to change too? That we need a 

‘chain’ of interacting actors to link logistics? 

 

Then think how many times have you heard real, 

penetrating conversations on how we’re going to 

do the above? 

 

We believe it is time to create our own answers 

for the industry. 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
http://www.portshinterland.com/
https://www.managementproducties.com/en/ports-logistics/ports-hinterland-europe/registration
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You can see that smart ports are engaging in in-

credibly modern practices that are drawing in the 

wider supply chain and digital innovation, yet we 

need to begin talking with each other to create a 

standard for tomorrow today. 

 

In Rotterdam, Europe’s premier port city, replete 

with mega-terminals and dynamic start-ups, we 

are going to bring the supply chain together. 

 

By featuring the world’s top tech analysts, futur-

ists, consultants, and supply chain executives, we 

want to stride into the unknown and chart new ter-

ritory. 

 

In this world, you’re either a disruptor, or you’re 

disrupted. So, make sure you’re on the right side 

of history. 

 

Conference link: 

https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port_tech-

nologys_latest_conference_announced 

 

Link to the press release:  

https://www.porttechnology.org/smart_port_sup-

ply_chain_technologies 

 

Register Your Interest: 
Save the Date 

 

 

FEPORT Meetings  

13-14.09.2018 –  FEPORT Nordic Tour – Finland-Es-

tonia  

27.09.2018 –  Board of Directors – Brussels  

02-03.10.2018 – Environment, Safety and Security 

Committee – Rotterdam  

09.10.2018 –  Social Affairs Committee – Brussels 

23.10.2018 –  Port Policy Committee – Brussels 

08.11.2018 –  Customs and Logistics Committee 

– Brussels 

15.11.2018 –  Board of Directors– Brussels 

28.11.2018 –  General Assembly meeting – Brus-

sels 

29.11.2018 –  Fourth Stakeholders’ Conference – 

Brussels 

 

 

Upcoming meetings 

Industry meetings 

Sectoral Dialogue for Ports Com-

mittee 

European Mobility Week, across 

Europe 

 

04.07.2018 

 

16.-22.09.2018 

 

 

 
EU 2018 Institutional meetings 

EP Plenary Session 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP Plenary Session 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP Plenary Session 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP Plenary Session 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP Plenary Session 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP Plenary Session 

EP TC meeting, Brussels 

EP Plenary Session 

 

02.-05.07.2018 

09.-10.07.2018 

29.-30.08.2018 

06.09.2018 

10.-13.09.2018 

24.09.2018 

01.-04.10.2018 

08.-09.10.2018 

22.-25.10.2018 

08.11.2018 

12.-15.11.2018 

21.-22.11.2018 

28.-29.11.2018 

03.12.2018 

10-13.12.2018 

   EP = European Parliament, TC = Transport Committee 

http://www.feport.eu/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/feport
https://www.facebook.com/pages/feport/1506962022904963?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/LKB_FEPORT
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port_technologys_latest_conference_announced
https://www.porttechnology.org/news/port_technologys_latest_conference_announced
https://www.porttechnology.org/smart_port_supply_chain_technologies
https://www.porttechnology.org/smart_port_supply_chain_technologies
https://www.porttechnology.org/images/uploads/conference/docs/smart_port_rotterdam_2018.ics
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