
Newsletter October 2015

www.feport.eu Follow us on

6-8.10.2015: Green Port Congress

The 10th edition of the GreenPort Congress was hosted this

year by the Ports of Copenhagen and Malmo. The Congress

focused on innovations in equipment and new technologies

allowing to reduce greenhouse emissions in ports. It also gave

the opportunity to experts to illustrate practical solutions

through case studies. 

FEPORT Secretary General, Lamia Kerdjoudj-Belkaid was

among the guests invited to give an opening speech. She

explained that the reduction of Greenhouse emissions is

since many years on the agenda of terminal operators.

 

“Our industry is proactive: since 2012, the major container

terminal operators in the European Union have created a

voluntary methodology which allows container terminals to

calculate their CO2 emissions on a periodical basis” explained

Lamia Kerdjoudj- Belkaid.

“FEPORT members are constantly investing in green and

energy efficiency equipment because they are not only

convinced that this is good for environment but also that

their investments are, on the long term, profitable for their

companies”.

While concluding, FEPORT Secretary General said: “We will

not be successful in reducing greenhouse  emissions if other
parties of the chain do not involve

themselves too. We need all actors of

the maritime logistics chain to commit.

We also hope that EU policy makers

will support industry initiatives and

will give priority to the implementation

of existing environmental legislation”.

12.10.2015: Exchange of views on
Port Services Regulation within the
TRAN Committee of the European
Parliament 
During the exchange of views which took place last October

12th, the Rapporteur, Mr. Knut Fleckenstein, highlighted the

main issues currently under discussion, including market

access, organization of port services, financial transparency

and training requirements for port workers.

He also insisted on the need to provide ports with flexibility,

given the diversity of their services. He regretted that the

Commission would not deliver the proposal amending the

guidelines on state aid and the regulation on block exemption

by the end of the year.

Most MEPs generally supported the Rapporteur in terms of

market access, financial transparency and training.

However, some Members believed that workers' rights should

be the exclusive responsibility of Member States and should be

left to the partners of the Social Dialogue on Ports.

MEPs also insisted on receiving clear and timely information

on state aid in order to ensure fair competition. They

underlined that the current uncertainty was detrimental to

the port sector.

Some MEPs including the Rapporteur mentioned that they

were aware of ongoing discussions between employers and

employees in view of reaching an agreement on a number of

significant issues of the text and were looking forward to the

outcome of those discussions.
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13.10.2015: UKMPG Seminar on
Ports

The UK Major Ports Group (UKMPG) organized a Seminar in

the European Parliament titled ‘Encouraging growth and

investment in European Ports’. The event was hosted by

Lucy Anderson MEP and brought together key industry and

institution stakeholders to discuss the future of European

Ports Policy. The seminar also explored the ‘red lines’ of

various stakeholders in the negotiations over the Port

Services Regulation proposal, which is currently going

through first reading in the European Parliament.

FEPORT, who was invited to speak, stressed the fact that it

is important that any future port legal framework

contributes to clarify the rules be in terms of procedures or

transparency.

“It is important that discussions regarding the PSR are not

disconnected from the challenges that the port sector is

actually facing to remain competitive and efficient. Efforts

of all port stakeholders to meet customers’ expectations

should be taken into account” commented Lamia

Kerdjoudj-Belkaid, Secretary General of FEPORT.

These last years, Private terminal operators have invested

40 Billion euros in equipment and infrastructure to

modernize ports.

“FEPORT members are ready to continue to invest if there

are no risks of distortion of competition from publicly

subsidized companies and if their land lease contracts

reflect their continuous efforts of investments to

accommodate bigger and bigger ships.

We are looking forward to continuing our cooperation with

the Rapporteur and MEPs to make sure that those issues are

taken into consideration” concluded FEPORT’s Secretary

General.

14-15.10.2015: LNG Transport Forum

This year, the LNG Transport Forum was held on October

14-15th, in the Port of Valencia, Spain.

The event gathered key representatives from the European

transport market.

FEPORT participated in an expert panel discussion on possible

key drivers for LNG in the future. FEPORT communicated that

in light of the upcoming COP21 summit, joined with the

proposed 2017 Maritime Package of DG MOVE, emissions from

shipping can be expected to become an ever increasing topic of

discussions in Brussels. FEPORT is of the view that stricter

emissions controls for shipping will lead to increased demand

for LNG as a fuel source.

Given that the majority of emissions in a port come from

vessels, FEPORT can welcome environmental initiatives which

have a real impact on emissions whilst ensuring the

competitiveness of the European maritime transport chain.

FEPORT supports upstream discussions between regulators and

stakeholders to agree upon viable solutions.
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20-21.10.2015: Harbours 360
conference

Harbours 360 Conference took place in the Port of Antwerp

last October 20th and 21st, 2015.

Besides other port and maritime organizations, FEPORT has

been invited to speak during the opening session and on a

panel dedicated to environmental innovation.

FEPORT has reiterated the fact that innovation is not a trend

that is forced upon operators, but rather a conscious decision

taken by operators in a highly competitive market place.

In regards to environmental innovation, FEPORT stressed

that emissions are linked to costs, and logically, operators are

therefore constantly looking for innovative solutions to

reduce these costs in their equipment. In this respect,

FEPORT strongly supports the ongoing work of the Green

Cranes Project which is making strides towards LNG being a

viable fuel source for port equipment.

FEPORT also stressed that innovation in ICT is becoming

increasingly important, especially in the age of the ever

increasing size of vessels. On the one hand, the number of

containers in a yard at any one moment will reach greater

highs with greater peaks.

On the other hand, in many terminals with space

constraints, the yard needs to be utilized to maximum

efficiency to avoid gridlock. In many cases, terminals are

looking to innovation solutions through ICT systems which

will assist them in maximizing yard utilization.

23.10.2015: Social Dialogue for
Ports
On October 23rd, 2015, the members of the Sectoral Social

Dialogue for ports met in Brussels. Besides discussing the

follow up work on items of the agenda, attendees listened to

M. Olaf Merk who presented the OCED report about the

impact of Mega ships with a particular focus on port

operations.

 

After the presentation, some key issues regarding the main

challenges for EU ports have been raised.

Social partners shall explore the opportunity to have a

follow up initiative to the presentation of the report.

29.10.2015: Digital Transport
and Logistics Forum

The second plenary meeting of the Digital Transport and

Logistics Committee which took place on 29th October was

attended by many organizations of the transport chain.

 

Some presentations from Stakeholders and DG MOVE in

connection with the identified themes to be covered by the

Forum were made and were commented by attendees.

FEPORT intends to work with the Commission and other

relevant stakeholders to further elaborate these themes into

concrete proposals.

 

FEPORT underlined the necessity that :

 - any proposal from the DTLF should be subject to a

business case study to ensure that there is sufficient

demand for such a proposal, that it is economically feasible

and that DG MOVE has the competence to introduce such a

proposal.
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Other meetings of the month

Trade Contact Group meeting

FEPORT Environment, Safety and

Security Committee meeting

Trade Contact Group meeting

eMS meeting

1-2.10.22015

6.10.2015

 

19-20.10.2015

27.10.2015

Coming meetings in
November

Info Day on the Horizon 2020 Work

programme 2016-2017

FEPORT Budget Committee meeting

FEPORT Board of Directors

European Parliament TRAN

Committee meeting

European Parliament Environment

Committee meeting

European Parliament Plenary Session

European Commission meeting on

financial scheme for sound ship

recycling

White Paper conference

European Commission meeting on

Ports of Refuge

CLECAT Annual event

2015 CEF Transport Info Day

5.11.2015

 

5.11.2015

6.11.2015

9-10.11.2015

 

9-10.11.2015

 

11.11.2015

12.11.2015

12.11.2015

13.11.2015

 

19.11.2015

30.11.2015

- issues relating to adaptation of workers and users to digital

technologies should not be handled within the DTLF but

within existing relevant bodies. Regarding ports, there is an

ongoing social dialogue that is better placed to discuss those

issues, if required.

 

The next plenary meeting of the DTLF will take place in

Spring 2016.- issues relating to adaptation of workers and

users to digital technologies should not be handled within

the DTLF but within existing relevant bodies. Regarding

ports, there is an ongoing social dialogue that is better placed

to discuss those issues, if required.

 

The next plenary meeting of the DTLF will take place in

Spring 2016.
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