
      

‘CONTAINER WEIGHT PROPOSAL INEFFECTIVE’ 

 

Industry associations urge IMO to seek for more effective ways to improve safety 

From September 16th to September 21th the International Maritime Organization will discuss a draft 

amendment that will make the verification of the weight of every loaded container through a 

certified process mandatory.  

The European Shippers’ Council (ESC), the European and international Freight Forwarders 

associations (FIATA and CLECAT) and the European representation of maritime terminals and 

stevedores (FEPORT) have considered with interest the proposals which will be up for discussion at 

the International Maritime Organisation next week (DSC 18). 

The safety of those involved in the supply chain is of paramount importance to these associations;  a 

focus on best practice which results in improved safety in the chain should reflect equally positively 

on the level of performance and productivity in the chain.  However, the proposed container weight 

verification requirement is in the view of the associations ineffective.  

The associations believe that additional legislation will not have any significant effect on container 

safety in transport overseas. Instead the organizations believe that the need for weighing should be 

based on a proper risk analysis of the quality of the data transferred between shipping lines, 

shippers and customs authorities.    

Also, many questions are left unanswered as to how post-treatment of infringements should be 

dealt with and who is responsible for the onward effects on the operations of the port. The current 

proposal suggests that the terminal operator is responsible for ensuring that every loaded container 

on board of a ship has a weight certificate.  

In conclusion, the associations do not believe specific regulation mandating verification of the gross 

weight of cargo is required. Adding guidance within the relevant sections of the SOLAS Convention 

(i.e. VI/2 and VI/5.5) would be sufficient in our estimation. 

 

 

About ESC:  The European Shippers’ Council (the ESC) represents cargo owners i.e. freight transport 

interests (import and export and intra-continental, by all modes of transport) of some 100,000 

companies throughout Europe, whether manufacturers, retailers or wholesalers, which are 

collectively referred to as “shippers”. ESC, based in Brussels, was founded in 1963 and  

 



CLECAT is the Brussels based organisation representing the interests of more than 19.000 companies 

employing in excess of 1.000.000 staff in logistics, freight forwarding and customs services. European 

freight forwarders and Customs agents clear around 95% of all goods in Europe and handle 65% of 

the cargo transported by road, 95% of the cargo transported by air and 65% of cargo transport by 

ship.  

FIATA, the International Federation of Freight Forwarders Associations (FIATA), was established in 

Vienna in 1926, and is the largest Non-Governmental Organization in the field of International 

Transport and logistics. Its membership includes National Freight Forwarders Associations, operating 

in over 100 countries, representing over 45,000 local logistics companies, employing in excess of 10 

million persons, as well as individual members domiciled in over 150 countries.  

FEPORT, founded in 1993, is the European organisation which represents the interests of the 

terminal operators and stevedoring companies located out of the sea ports of the European Union. 

FEPORT membership consists of national associations and multinational terminal operating 

companies. FEPORT members are responsible for the loading and unloading of over 80% of 

container vessels in European ports. 

Contact:  

ESC – European Shippers Council  

Paola Lancellotti – Secretary General  

Mobile +32 491320501 

Email: p.lancellotti@europeanshippers.eu 

 

Clecat/Fiata 
Nicolette van der Jagt – Director General 
Contact no. +32 25034705 
Email: nicollettevdjagt@clecat.org 
 
 
 
Feport  
Conor Feighan – Policy Advisor 
Contact no. +32 27367552 
Email: conor.feighan@feport.be 
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